
Club Meeting

Save the Date 
Board Meeting Save the Date

Tales of the South Orkney 
DXpedition, hosted by 
Harry Hodges W6YOO

Palomar Amateur Radio 
Club board meeting at 
7:30pm at K2RP QTH.

Operating Day at... 
Fry’s Electronics in San 
Marcos! Come “Shop 
and Op” with us.

7 March 2012 14 March 2012 18 March 2012

SCOPE
March 2012

A newsletter by and for the 
Palomar Amateur Radio Club 
of San Diego, California.

March Program
VP8ORK: South Orkney DXpedition 2011
Located just below 60 degrees south, the South 
Orkney Islands is one of only four DXCC entities 
within the UN Antarctic Treaty Zone. Both Brit-
ain and Argentina have scientific bases on the 
islands, but neither nation holds a recognized 
sovereign claim. But even without national bu-
reaucracy, staging a major DXpedition to a state-
less, international piece of land is still challenging 
and expensive. Icebergs, rugged cliffs, and strict 
environmental regulations are just a few of the 
reasons why these islands are so difficult to acti-
vate.  Against the backdrop of stunning Antarctic 
scenery find out what took for the MicroLite Pen-
guins to bring another one of the DX world’s most 
unique, and most wanted, on the air. Filmed and 
produced by James Brooks, 9V1YC. Presented for 
the enjoyment of PARC members by Harry Hodg-
es, W6YOO

Section Manager Results
San Diego Section Manager Steve Early, AD6VI, 
of La Mesa, will continue as Section Manager in 
the ARRL’s San Diego Section. Early received 363 
votes; challenger Patrick Bunsold, WA6MHZ, of El 
Cajon, received 234 votes. Early has served as 
Section Manager since 2008.

DXCC Tip from KY6LA
Here is an almost up-to-date (Does not have Z0 
replacing ST0 yet)  DXCC Map.

The link is to a Free .PDF that you could either 
print out on normal paper or take to Kinko’s to 
have them print you a wall sized one..
 
http://hamradiomap.qth.com
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Club Membership for March Edition

New Members Joining PARC: KF4LL, KJ6TKK, AE6O, KS1SPR.
In addition, we had 3 returning members, reinstating their 
membership.  WAY TO GO!! Please be sure to welcome the 
new and old returning members.

Above, is GOOD NEWS!! So how is it that I have to tell the 
board that in spite of all the new, and returning old members, 
we still lost membership last month? Well, we did!!

Check your label for your renewal date.  If your mailed SCOPE 
didn’t arrive, and you are reading this on the web site, as a 
fall back, maybe your membership ran out??  We do great on 
attracting “New Members”, but not so great on the renewals!  
The club really needs all its members!!
And, now, you can check your renewal date on the web!

Al
W6GNI

February Issue Fold & Staple Crew
WA5ACE Sonny	 KB6NMK Jo	
W6GNI Al     &	 Kathy			 
KB6YHZ Art

WANTED! CHAIRMAN FOR 
PALOMAR’s Field Day. 

Site will be in San Marcos at 
Santar and Rancheros unless you 
find a better site! Dates are June 
22, 23, and 24, 2012

Help provided by Board members 
and past Field Day chairs.
Chance to learn about placement 
of transmitters and antennas 
in limited spaces. See or contact 
any Board member.

Do you have a mobile installation? Do you want 
to have a mobile installation, 
and need some motivation? 

We’re looking for a few good 
mobile installations - wheth-
er they’re completed, on the 
drawing board, or half-way 
done and tripping you and your 
passengers every time you get 
in and out of the vehicle - to 
be featured in the Scope. We’d 
love to show your installation.

Tips, narratives, explanations, 
techniques, problems encoun-
tered and solved (or encoun-
tered and evaded) are what 
we’re looking for. Send them 
in! 
 scope@palomararc.org

The WOUXUN 2m/440 handheld radio will be given out at the 
March meeting.  The radio has been programmed with sim-
plex and 42 2m repeaters, and 10 440 repeaters in San Diego 
County.  All channels are alpha tagged for easier identification.  
Come join us and see who will take this radio home.



Advertisements are free for members
Have items that need to find a new home? Advertise here! Send your ads to  scope@palomararc.org
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For Sale

AMERITRON ALS-600 SOLID STATE NO TUNE FET AMPLIFIER WITH AMERITRON 50 VOLT SWITCH-
ING POWER SUPPLY. NEW, NEVER BEEN OUT OF THE BOX $900.00 FIRM.
         ED GENEST
         w6abe@arrl.net

For Sale
Hammarlund HQ 129X receiver (vintage 1946) in great working condition (New Filter Caps)  and above 
average appearance.  $150.   K2RP@ARRL.NET or 760-436 -8109

For Sale
Hello:

My 93 year old neighbor (Richard Krist) has requested my assistance with re-listing his radio gear (as 
he is going deaf). 
 
For Sale (BEST OFFER)
Cushcraft Ringo Ranger, Model ARX1, Vertical 2M		  $30.00
YAESU FT-1000D Transceiver						      $2,000.00
Kenwood TS-950 S, 10-160 M Transceiver				    $2,000.00
Heathkit Phone Patch, Model HD 15					     $30.00
Remote Motor driven, 6 Pos Coax SW with Control Box	 $100.00
YAESU FT 2500 M, with Astro PS 12 A				    $300.00
Kenwood TR-7330 2 M, with Astro PS7A				    $150.00
Ten-Tec Titan amp 1kw, 10 to 160 M					    $2,000.00
 
Contact: R. F. Krist, W6KTE, (760) 724-2786
 
Buyers are welcome to contact me with their offers via email or on my cell phone so that I can present 
them to Richard.  I can send photos if that will help.  Thanks for your assistance in this matter.
 
Regards, A good neighbor
 
Dennis S. Stizza    
Home:  760.724.2786
Mobile: 760.717.2214
dstizza@pacbell.net



SCOPE page 4

Hi Michelle.
 
Found attached surprise in the home snail mail 
when I returned today from the Yuma Hamfest.
 
Yuma was a lot of fun.
 
This year Yuma hosted the ARRL Southwest 
convention, as well as the Arizona ARRL con-
vention. The turnout was huge, and the ven-
dors and tailgate area were packed.
 
The amateur radio forums were excellent. LOTW, 
Propagation, DSTAR, and SDR radio presenta-
tions were excellent, and also well attended.
 
The Propagation presentation was probably the 
best I have ever seen.
 
The ARRL announced at the Hamfest that next 
year’s ARRL Southwest convention will again be 
held at Yuma . The Arizona ARRL State con-
vention will also be held there simultaneously, 
again.
 
If the turnouts are the same, it will be an excel-
lent repeat. Well worth putting on the calendar.
 
73 de NN3V
Charlie

Look who got their photo in QST!
We did not win but we had a blast.
Anyone want to do ZF1 in the future???
Check out next month’s QST in advance.....
http/:www.arrl.org/contest-results-articles

Lunch Bunch 10 February 
2012
My Friends -
We were joined by 25 hams at Callahan’s today 
to recognize Rod Dinkins/AC6V and Harvey 
Hiller/K6QK. No doubt this was a great tribute 
to two hams who shared our passion for amateur 
radio and inspired many many others. During our 
lunch, I heard several stories of fun times recount-
ed with Harv and Rod. We will always remember 
these great guys who gave us so much.
Thanks to everyone for coming today,
73 de Tom - W0NI
www.W0NI.com
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Contest: ARRL International DX Contest
Callsign: NX6T
Mode: CW
Category: Multi Operator - Single Trans-
mitter (MS)
Overlay: ---
Band(s): All bands (AB)
Class: High Power (HP)
Zone/State/...: CA
Locator: DM14LL
Operating time: 39h19

 BAND	QSO	 DXC	 DUP	 POINTS	 AVG 
----------------------------------------
  160	34	 17	 0	 102		  3.00 
   80   105	38	 1	 312		  2.97 
   40   586	93	 1	 1755		  2.99 
   20   531	91	 1	 1593		  3.00 
   15   332	84	 4	 996		  3.00 
   10   190	53	 1	 570		  3.00 
----------------------------------------
TOTAL  1778 376   8    5328  3.00 
======================
     TOTAL SCORE : 2 003 328

Operators       : N6KI, WQ6X, K4RB, NN6X, 
N6EEG

Contest: CQ World Wide 160-meter Contest
Callsign: N6KI
Mode: CW
Category: Single Operator (SO)
Overlay: ---
Band(s): Single band (SB) 160 m
Class: High Power (HP)
Zone/State/...: CA
Locator: DM14LL
Operating time: 13h29

 BAND   QSO DUP DXC S/P  POINTS   AVG 
--------------------------------------
  160   437   1   9  52    1039  2.38 
--------------------------------------
TOTAL   437   1   9  52    1039  2.38 
======================================
         TOTAL SCORE : 63 379

Palomar Amateur Radio Club is looking for 
help to provide for the coffee goods table. The 
individual(s) would maintain the coffee service 
items for the Club.  Jim W6SST has provided 
these services for the past few years, and 
has been very appreciated. Due to changes 
in his personal schedule he will not be able 
to continue.  We all wish him well in his 
adventures and look to hear him on the radio.  
Individuals willing to assist the club with coffee 
service should contact a Board Member.

Dennis
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Look who else won their category in World Wide WPX! Congratulations to Charlie NN3V. 

Repeater Site Work Report 11 February 2012

I met Gary at the I-15 and Gopher Canyon Park and Ride. From there we reached the site in about 1 hour.
 
With Gary’s help the receiver and local speaker assemblies were replaced and the .075 is now working normal-
ly. This spare receiver has an internal preamp and the squelch opens a less that 0.1 uV.
 
We looked at the .13 repeater and the power out was 3 watts. Gary noticed it was half scale when the 075 was 
full scale at his house before leaving this morning. A change in value of the control resistors was made to raise 
the voltage to the control FET bias on the PA module. This brought the power up to 18 watts on the Byrd power 
meter. A final adjustment needs to be made when we have a calibrated Watt meter.
 
I found the Byrd meter in the Freezer building, the movement will not balance out to Zero and the closest slug 
I could find was 50W 200-500 MHz. I assume it has been dropped and is in need of calibration. We also need a 
50W slug that is designed to cover 6 and 2 Meters.
 
The Mountain temp was a brisk 38 degrees F when we arrived and 36 F when we left. A really Cool Day on 
Palomar Mountain!
 Art,
KC6UQH
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Fred wins his category in the Tennessee QSO Party. Congratulations!

The Tennessee QSO Party is an annual amateur radio event which takes place on either the first 
or second Sunday of September.  All amateur radio operators in the great state of Tennessee are 
encouraged to participate as antennas around the world rotate and point to the volunteer state.

The Tennessee QSO Party is hosted by the Tennessee Contest Group.  Each year tens of thousands of 
QSOs occur between Tennessee amateur radio operators and hams worldwide.  Personalized plaques 
are awarded for category winners, along with certificates suitable for framing, magazine subscriptions, 
and radio kits for other participants.
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Preliminary report by Howard KY6LA 
Honda vs. Yamaha Generator Shoot Out



SCOPE page 9



SCOPE page 10

Adventures on the Midway
Joe Eisenberg, K0NEB from CQ Magazine was flying in from Nebraska for a presentation to my ham 
club, Escondido Amateur Radio Society. I wanted to arrange something different for him to do while he 
was here, other than the San Diego Zoo, Legoland, Sea World…the usual places for tourists. After all, 
Joe is a ham! 

Once a month on the second 
Saturday the USS Midway 
volunteers operate the 
radios.  So I contacted the 
USS Midway to see if we 
could volunteer to operate 
the radios. I send an email to 
the general information for 
the Midway and very soon 
received back and email 
from Joe Garza who was 
very informative about the 
opportunity. On Saturday, 
Jan 14, 2012 the special 
event was to commemorate 
the first nuclear ship 
underway in 1954 and also 
the US Navy Seals in 1964. 
He arranged for us meet him 
at the entrance and gave 
me his cell number, with a 
warning that reception was 

iffy at best, due to the metal 
of the ship. We contacted one of the volunteers outside the ship and they contacted Joe via walkie 
talkie and soon we were meeting Joe at the entrance to this magnificent museum. We introduced 
ourselves and were led across the length of the ship, then to the elevator, up to the flight deck and 
to the tower. We then ducked into a doorway, down the steep ladder, over the high thresholds, to the 
right, left and right again, past a few rooms, then stepped into the radio room.  It’s a small room, three 
desks pressed up against the bulkheads, radios set up as efficiently as possible, one set on 40 m, one 
on 20 m, and one was being used for MARS practice communication.

Volunteers were already at the stations, talking to other contesters, making notes, logging contacts. 
Joe and Hal Hinesley introduced us to the others. With the issue with the cell phone reception, one of 
the volunteers was trying to set up an antenna just for the phones. He handed me the length of cable 
and I followed him around, dropping line close to the bulkhead, out of the way of foot traffic. Soon we 
were at a location to temporarily set up the antenna, calling back for others to check the bars on their 
phones. We then went back; I was coiling up the cable and then dropping it along a different path. Still 
not enough bars for the cell phones. I went back and Joe K0NEB was already on one of the Elecraft 
K3’s, calling out on 20 m. 

I walked to the next room where there was an Icom D-Star set up and with a bit of instruction and the 
script I was soon talking to others in Scotland, Ireland, Spain, Texas, England, San Diego… all over. 
D-Star is great!

After a few hours, Joe & I left and took a self-guided tour of the ship. We also played on the flight 
simulators, then back to the radio rooms. After about another hour or so, contacts were winding down, 
the bands were fading in and out except for D-Star, so it was time to leave.

If you at all think this sound like fun, please contact Joe Garza at jgarza@san.rr.com or Hal at halh@
aol.com and volunteer for a wonderful day aboard the USS Midway!

Teri W6TRB

Joe and Joe on USS Midway
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More Signature Card Adventures
When the Club elected a new treasurer, we needed to sign a new signature card to authorize 
the changed signers. Here’s what happened!

Dave went to the local Bank of America branch to ask what was needed.  Finding out that we needed 
a published account of our election, he asked Paul to send a letter stating the election results.  Dave 
took this letter to Bank of America and was then told he also needed to have stated the new signers 
listed. Paul provided the new letter. An appointment was made for Dennis, Al, and Dave to be at the 
bank, because they were all now required to be at the bank for the new card.  Al, Dave, and Dennis 
arrived at the bank at the appointed time and promptly waited over 30 minutes for the scheduled 
meeting. While waiting for the meeting, a bank representative came over to check on us and review 
our papers.  After another wait we were finally seated for the meeting.  The bank representative asked 
for our paperwork.  We responded that the other rep took our paperwork.  She then went to find the 
papers.  Waiting near 10 minutes for her return continued our increasingly louder comments about the 
service provided to the customer. After confirming we were the three specified as the new signers, she 
asked where Georgia was.  We told her that we were told she was not required to be here. She then 
asked for two forms of ID for each of us.  We presented and were told that the second ID must have be 
Visa or MasterCard. We were told that our cards would not be on the account or associated with it, but 
the last four numbers would be listed???  We all commented that we should have all pulled our range 
cards. Next, she wanted to know where Paul was, and why he was not here. The last we knew he was 
in Texas. She had us call him to find out where he was, as she reluctantly would allow him to go to the 
local B of A branch to fill out another paper.  This would have to be FedExed to the branch overnight, it 
could not be faxed or emailed as they are not secure. Another expense and diversion. Oh! She offered 
to have the Branch provide the FedEx service.  Calling Paul, we found out he was back in Carmel Valley. 
The bank rep needed the Zip Code for Carmel Valley because she could not look up the local branch by 
city?  A local branch was chosen, and Paul was instructed to be there before 2:00 PM and they would 
send the FedEx. Paul would need his ID and talk to the manager. Finally DONE. Many comments were 
made during the transaction including how easy it is to move our account to the bank down the street 
and how bad the service was.  No reaction was offered by the Representative.  Paul went to the branch 
in Carmel  Valley that was agreed upon.  He asked for the manager and told him who he was, and teller 
brought the paper for him to sign, (providing no ID.) 
During this extraordinary visit Dave asked if we could have a deposit only ATM card. We were told yes.  
It came about two weeks later.  As noticed in the paperwork with the card, it is required to go to a 
branch to activate the card.  Dave went to the local branch tried to activate the card and was told that 
he was not a signatory and could not proceed.  After explaining the past visit the branch contacted the 
Carmel Valley branch.  The Carmel Valley branch located the document and said they would FAX it right 
away to the Vista branch.  They did activate the card for Dave.
Can’t wait for the next signature trip. It should be fun, and preplanned with range cards.

Dennis, Al, and Dave

 

 

HAM 
RADIO 
       OUTLET 

 
Jerry N5MCJ 
Joe    N6SIX

Jose  XE2SJB

 
 

H 
R 
O 

Open: 10a.m. – 5:30p.m.  
Monday thru Saturday 
858 560-4900  
or toll free 1-800-854-6046 

KENWOOD 
rf CONCEPTS 
DIAMOND 
US TOWERS 
KANTRONICS 
YAESU, MFJ, ICOM 
BENCHER, Inc. 
HUSTLER 
COMET 
AMERITRON 

Directions: On 163, take Clairemont Mesa Blvd. off ramp to East. Stay in 
right-hand lane. Turn right at stoplight. As you are turning right you can see 
our beams in this shopping center. Travel 100 yds. On Kearny Villa Rd. and 
U-turn back to shopping area and HRO sign. Be sure to see our equipment in 
action on real antennas! 
 

Astron, 
AEA, 
OUTBACKER 
Larsen Antennas 
TEN-TEC 
Hy-gain, Tri-EX, 
Cushcraft And Others 
too 
Numerous to  
Mention! 

Drop in to see our display 
of working equipment. 
Find out about Pkt location 
determining equipment 
(APRS). Check our 
complete line of 
magazines, ARRL books, 
license manuals, and 
Bulletin Board with all 
sorts of Goodies listed. 

Ask about our 
great prices 
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Who is that young man? 
K2RP, of course!
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Mount Carmel High School Amateur Radio Club Balloon Launch
Successful balloon launch 25 February 2012 was sponsored by John KG6EQU. Club student president is 
Lindsay KI6LZN. Graphics by Paul KB5MU.

Here’s a graph of the APRS altitude 
data I captured from the Mount 
Carmel High School Amateur Radio 
Club’s WB-1 weather balloon launch 
on February 25, 2012. The black 
dots are frames captured direct from 
the payload, and the red triangles are 
frames captured only via the N6EX-4 
digipeater. The balloon burst as 
planned at about 100,000 feet.
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OPERATING DAY 
Sunday, March 18, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRY’S ELECTRONICS 
150 South Bent Street 

SAN MARCOS, CALIFORNIA 92069 
9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 

HOSTED BY PALOMAR AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
www.palomararc.org 

contact Dennis KD6TUJ (760) 672-0223 

 Come operate on the ham bands at Fry’s    
70cm, 2m, 6m, 10m, 15m, 20m 

 
 

 

 

Palomar Amateur Radio Club will be conducting an Operating Day at Fry’s Electronics at the North end 
of the parking lot nearest Highway 78 on March 18, 2012 (Sunday) between 9:30 AM and 5:30 PM.
Joining us in our event are CERT, San Marcos Arc?, PAPA D-Star, possible participation by the Red Cross, 
and Skywarn. This will be a fun day demonstrating Amateur Radio to the public.  With this location, 
there should be lots of opportunity. Wonder who we will contact this time!  Also wonder what will Ron 
bring from the vintage warehouse.  Come on out and join us for some radio fun. Thank Sean Archer, 
Manager, for approving the request locally and Glen Johnson WA6GHW in electronic componets (com-
puter) for speaking in our benefit. When this goes better than planned, we might be able to have a 
FRY’S  Operating Day in November at all the Fry’s with local clubs participating.

Dennis KD6TUJ
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Featured Program: 
At 7:30pm on the 7th of March 2012, Harry Hodges will host a viewing about the DXpedition to the South 
Orkney Islands.

Arrive at 7:00pm to socialize. We look forward to seeing you at the Carlsbad Safety Center, 2560 Orion Way, 
Carlsbad, CA.  	
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